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May 21, 2019 

 

To mayor and council members,  

 

Sierra Club strongly opposes cuts to the city budget including the following: 

 

Decapitating the Office of Environment and Sustainability. Eliminating the Director position removes a 

strong city government leader who has 

saved the city money year after year, 

led the city in reducing wasteful spending on utilities,  

led the development of the Green Cincinnati Plan and its revisions, 

reduced the city’s carbon footprint, 

increased recycling participation, 

created green jobs, 

improved our city’s quality of life,  

and brought in the Bloomberg grant 

 

In prior years, OES (formerly OEQ) led a process to use private investment to make City 

buildings more energy efficient. The result was more than $14 million worth of private 

investment in 69 City buildings, at nearly no cost to the City, reducing the City’s utility 

bills by more than $1.2 million dollars per year. These savings continue today. 

 

Defunding Keep Cincinnati Beautiful. This agency helps the city reduce litter, clean up neighborhoods, 

prevent illegal dumping and stabilized vacant properties. 

 

Eliminating Urban Agriculture Grant Program .Urban agriculture is important to our communities and 

essential to many families healthy eating. 

 

Eliminating Bike Transportation Programs. These programs will make the city less safe and clean. Biking 

reduces car use and emissions. It is a healthier way to commute. 

 

Cuts funding for Greater Cincinnati Energy Alliance This program provides essential energy efficiency 

improvements, administers the PACE program, and Solarize Cincinnati. 

 

Also, we object to the cuts in Human Services, such as homeless shelters.   

 

The city is making progress in implementing the Green Cincinnati Plan and leading the nation in 

reducing global warming gases.  This budget flies in the face of Mayor Cranley’s and Council’s 

outstanding pledge to reduce climate change-causing emissions, increase energy efficiency and move to 

renewable energy.  The city’s efforts to reduce food waste, its electric vehicle parking program, planting 

trees, growing local food, repairing household items and keeping them out of the landfill.  

 

These efforts should be expanded, not cut. 

 

Sincerely, 

Marie Kocoshis 

Miami Group Conservation Committee Chair 
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